
The Lumen Fidei Institute

Campaign to End Liturgical Abuses at the Annual Novena in Knock

Please Write to Archbishop Michael Neary

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal (G.I.R.M.), which contains the Catholic Church's rules for the
celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, states in number 66.

“The  Homily  should  ordinarily  be  given  by  the  Priest  Celebrant  himself  or  be  entrusted  by  him  to  a
concelebrating Priest, or from time to time and, if appropriate, to the Deacon, but never to a lay person.”

His eminence Robert  Cardinal Sarah,  who is  the prefect for the Congregation for Divine Worship and the
Discipline of the Sacraments, reiterated this teaching in his most recent book 'The Power of Silence' where on
page 128 he states.

“A homily is not a summary of theological knowledge or of exegetical interpretations. Priests, who are marked
with the priestly character, are thereby in a way the mysterious instruments of the Word of God. The homily is
therefore strictly reserved to men who have been invested with the sacred order of priests and deacons; it
cannot be delegated to laypersons, not even to the most competent”

In  a  previous  publication  of  the  Congregation  for  Divine  Worship  and  the  Discipline  of  the  Sacraments,
Redemptionis Sacramentum,we read the following.

“Any Catholic, whether Priest or Deacon or lay member of Christ’s faithful, has the right to lodge a complaint
regarding a liturgical abuse to the diocesan Bishop or the competent Ordinary equivalent to him in law, or to the
Apostolic See on account of the primacy of the Roman Pontiff. It is fitting, however, insofar as possible, that
the report or complaint be submitted first to the diocesan Bishop. This is naturally to be done in truth and
charity.” (Redemptionis Sacramentum 184)

We, as Catholics, have both a right and a duty to seek to correct the Liturgical Abuses at the annual Novena in
Knock whereby lay persons, and sometimes protestants, deliver the homily at Mass during the Novena. We urge
you to write to Archbishop Michael Neary, respectfully asking him to correct this abuse. Please quote number
66 of the G.I.R.M. above. Please only write about this one issue, the preaching of homilies by the non ordained.

Send your letter to: Archbishop Michael Neary
Archbishop's House
Tuam
Co Galway

E-mail: admin@tuamarchdiocese.org

Tel: +353 (0)93 24166

For co-ordination purposes, please drop us a line, a text or an e-mail to let us know that you have written.
Please also let us know if you receive a reply.

E-mail: secretary@lumenfidei.ie Text: 085-1208779 
Post: John Lacken, Raith, Aghamore Ballyhaunis Co Mayo F35 V127
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