
Sample Letter to Archbishop Michael Neary

Archbishop Michael Neary
Archbishop's House
Tuam
Co Galway

Dear Archbishop Neary,

I would respectfully like to ask you to address the recurring problem that happens each year at the
annual Noven in Knock whereby the homily is delivered during Mass, directly after the reading of
the Gospel, by people who have not been ordained either to the priesthood or to the diaconate.

According to Number 66 of the General Instruction of the Roman Missal,

“The Homily should ordinarily be given by the Priest Celebrant himself or be entrusted by him to a
concelebrating Priest, or from time to time and, if appropriate, to the Deacon, but never to a lay
person.”

For the last several years in Knock this rule has been disregarded. This year one homily will be
given by an RTE sports presenter and another will be given by a protestant. There are three other lay
people giving homilies as well. 

In his recent book, 'The Power of Silence',  Cardinal Sarah, the prefect of the Congregation for
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, had this to say about the homily at Holy
Mass.

“A homily is not a summary of theological knowledge or of exegetical interpretations. Priests, who
are marked with the priestly character, are thereby in a way the mysterious instruments of the Word
of God. The homily is therefore strictly reserved to men who have been invested with the sacred
order  of  priests  and  deacons;  it  cannot  be  delegated  to  laypersons,  not  even  to  the  most
competent” (Cardinal Sarah – The Power of Silence p.128)

From this it is clear, that what happens at the Holy sacrifice of the Mass during the annual Novena
in Knock, constitutes a liturgical abuse which should be corrected by the one in authority.

May God bless you


